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Veda Ford is finally getting the monthly child support checks she so badly 
needed for her five children. 
  
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ±ŜŘŀΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
arrived. And with her ex-husband $64,000 behind in payments, this new income 
would prove to be more of a burden than she had ever anticipated. 
  
Veda had a different plan mapped out for her life when she graduated some 50 
years ago from high school in Gordon, a town nestled in the peaceful Nebraska 
Sandhills. 
  
{ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ŀ ōŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ άLΩŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴǾisioned staying 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘǎΣέ ±ŜŘŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
  
The couple made frequent moves while he sought employment, the last move 
taking them to Tennessee.  The family had quickly grown to five energetic sons. 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦΣ ±ŜŘŀΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƘŜ άǿŀƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜέ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
  
ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƴƻǿ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƪƴŜǿΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΦ ά²ƘŜƴ 
I realized we were in trouble we went to see a pastor and my husband walked in 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ΩL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦΩ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ -- leaving Veda with no means of 
transportation. 
  
Left in a desperate situation, she called home. Family members drove to 
¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ±ŜŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻǊŘƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
she wanted to settle  --  she knew the gossip would be swirling amongst the town 
Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘer had found a house for 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƴȅ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀŘΥ ά²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ 
Řƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜΩŘ ǎŜƴŘ Ϸмлл ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ 
my sister and mother, we would have starved to death for sure. Then I started 



working and he quit paying -- ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ L ƎǳŜǎǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǎŜŘΦ άIŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
good childhood. It was always about him so it was actually the best thing that 
could have happened to us when he decided to run off with this other gal and 
probably ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣέ ±ŜŘŀ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳƻǊΦ 
  
No matter how hard Veda worked, there was never enough to go around with five 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōƻȅǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ²L/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
demeaning to ask for help at Social SŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘƻ 
worked there or the rules, but she would have to go to the bank with me and look 
in my safety deposit box and in my purse to see what was there and that was 
embarrassing to the boys. 
  
ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƻƴ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀ ƭot, we got along the best we could and at that time we 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǿΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
up with a hundred dollars to pay for fooŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ 
money in the long run. 
  
άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ άDƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 
  
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōŀƴƪŜǊ ƛƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜέ ǿƘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ±ŜŘŀ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊŘǊŀǿƴ 
at the bank, or 
the anonymous groceries she would find when she got home from work.  Then 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘΥ άL Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
prayer list and, lo and behold, one of my nieces called and said they were moving 
out-of-state and had just bought a new rŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƻǊΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦέ 
  
Veda needed those miracles to survive.  
  
Once in a blue moon her ex-husband sent a $100 or so, but regular child support 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΥ άL ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΦ aȅ ŜȄ-
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΨǘ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳǳŎƘΦέ 
  
When her mother-in-law died, Veda knew her ex-husband would be coming to 
Nebraska for the funeral, so she contacted a lawyer to see if there was any way to 



get him to bring her things -- including the furniture which she had very little of. 
²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ƧŀƛƭΦ άL Ǝƻǘ 
moneȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦέ 
  
The financial and emotional struggles continued, with five boys and all the energy 
ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳǳǎǘŜǊΥ άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǎƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ 
parents do that to somŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦέ    
  
±ŜŘŀΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜŀǇŜŘ ŀƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 
two of her sons serve in the military, another has been in Iraq for five years 
working as a contractor, and the other two serve in managerial positions as a 
superintendent of roads and with a gravel company -- quite a list of successes for 
a single mother to accomplish. 
  
Now was a time she could relish those rewards -- enjoy her grandchildren and 
part-time job at a bakery not far from her rented home in Chadron. Maybe even 
have a little financial security. 
  
Until the mailman delivered an envelope from the Nebraska Child Support 
Payment Center in Lincoln on an October morning in 2006.  
  
ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ L had no 
ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣέ ±ŜŘŀ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ άL ŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ŏŀƭƭ 
them. It was too late, so I called the next morning and asked what is this about, 
and they said it was the child support my ex-husband owes me. 
  
άIŜ ǿŀǎ ϷспΣллл ōŜƘƛnd, so they were taking $200 a month out of his Social 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōȅ 
the process they tracked him down. The way it turned out I just as soon wish I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦέ 
  
The $200 -- barely enough these days to pay a monthly heating bill in a Nebraska 
winter -- ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ±ŜŘŀΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΥ άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ L ǿŀǎ 
eligible for Medicaid so that would pay for my health needs, eyes, teeth and 
everything. When I started getting the $20л ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ 
I had to go and buy health insurance. I shopped and shopped and found some 
reasonable insurance, but half of the (support) check goes for insurance. 



  
άLΩŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ŦŀǊΦέ 
  
Her annual Social Services review also revealed that, because she was working 20 
hours a week in addition to the child support, she was no longer eligible for 
Medicare Part B which is $92.50. That would eat up the other half of the $200.  
  
άLǘΩǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ  often (government programs) are set up for the 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΦέ 
  
Social Services refigured her employment income, allowing her to work 12 to 15 
hours a weeks and still be able to receive the Medicare PaǊǘ .Φ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ±ŜŘŀΣ άƛǘΩǎ 
ƘŀǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΣέ 
±ŜŘŀ ǎǳǊƳƛǎŜŘΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ 
of all the things ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ 
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  


